Twenty-first Sunday
After Pentecost

October 14, 2018

WORSHIP ANNOUNCEMENTS

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS

Blessed be the holy Trinity, #+ one God, full of compassion and mercy, abounding
in steadfast love.

Amen.

Trusting God’s promise of forgiveness, let us confess our sin against God and one
another. Eternal God our creator, in you we live and move and have our being.
Look upon us, your children, the work of your hands. Forgive us all our
offenses, and cleanse us from proud thoughts and empty desires. By your
grace draw us near to you, our refuge and our strength; through Jesus Christ
our Lord. Amen.

Since we are justified by faith, we have peace with God through our Lord Jesus
Christ. God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit given
to us. In the mercy of almighty God, Christ died for us while we still were sinners;

and for his sake, God *+ forgives you all your sins.
Amen.

GATHERING SONG: Hallelujah! We Sing Your Praises (ELW 535)

GREETING

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God,
and the communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.



PRAYER OF THE DAY

Let us pray.

Almighty and ever-living God, increase in us your gift of faith, that, forsaking
what lies behind and reaching out to what lies ahead, we may follow the way of
your commandments and receive the crown of everlasting joy, through Jesus
Christ, our Savior and Lord.

Amen.

FIRST READING: Amos 5:6-7, 10-15
A reading from Amos.

°Seek the LORD and live,
or he will break out against the house of Joseph like fire,
and it will devour Bethel, with no one to quench it.

’Ah, you that turn justice to wormwood,
and bring righteousness to the ground!

"“They hate the one who reproves in the gate,
and they abhor the one who speaks the truth.

""Therefore because you trample on the poor
and take from them levies of grain,

you have built houses of hewn stone,
but you shall not live in them;

you have planted pleasant vineyards,
but you shall not drink their wine.

“For I know how many are your transgressions,
and how great are your sins—

you who afflict the righteous, who take a bribe,
and push aside the needy in the gate.

“Therefore the prudent will keep silent in such a time;
for it is an evil time.

“Seek good and not evil,
that you may live;

and so the LORD, the God of hosts, will be with you,
just as you have said.



"“Hate evil and love good,
and establish justice in the gate;
it may be that the LORD, the God of hosts,
will be gracious to the remnant of Joseph.
Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.

SECOND READING: Hebrews 4:12-16
A reading from Hebrews.

"“Indeed, the word of God is living and active, sharper than any two-edged sword,
piercing until it divides soul from spirit, joints from marrow; it is able to judge the
thoughts and intentions of the heart. '’ And before him no creature is hidden, but
all are naked and laid bare to the eyes of the one to whom we must render an
account.

"“Since, then, we have a great high priest who has passed through the heavens,
Jesus, the Son of God, let us hold fast to our confession. "For we do not have a
high priest who is unable to sympathize with our weaknesses, but we have one
who in every respect has been tested as we are, yet without sin. '“Let us therefore
approach the throne of grace with boldness, so that we may receive mercy and
find grace to help in time of need.

Word of God, word of life.
Thanks be to God.



GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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Al - le-lu - ia! Lord, we sing for the good news that you bring.

GOSPEL: : Mark 10:17-31
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.

'"As [Jesus] was setting out on a journey, a man ran up and knelt before him, and
asked him, “Good Teacher, what must I do to inherit eternal life?” '“Jesus said to
him, “Why do you call me good? No one is good but God alone. '"You know the
commandments: ‘You shall not murder; You shall not commit adultery; You shall
not steal; You shall not bear false witness; You shall not defraud; Honor your
father and mother.” ” “’He said to him, “Teacher, I have kept all these since my
youth.” “Jesus, looking at him, loved him and said, “You lack one thing; go, sell
what you own, and give the money to the poor, and you will have treasure in
heaven; then come, follow me.” ““When he heard this, he was shocked and went
away grieving, for he had many possessions.

“*Then Jesus looked around and said to his disciples, “How hard it will be for
those who have wealth to enter the kingdom of God!” **And the disciples were
perplexed at these words. But Jesus said to them again, “Children, how hard it is
to enter the kingdom of God! “’It is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a
needle than for someone who is rich to enter the kingdom of God.” “*They were



greatly astounded and said to one another, “Then who can be saved?” *'Jesus
looked at them and said, “For mortals it is impossible, but not for God; for God all
things are possible.”

“*Peter began to say to him, “Look, we have left everything and followed you.”
“Jesus said, “Truly I tell you, there is no one who has left house or brothers or
sisters or mother or father or children or fields, for my sake and for the sake of the
good news, “"who will not receive a hundredfold now in this age—houses,
brothers and sisters, mothers and children, and fields, with persecutions—and in
the age to come eternal life. *'But many who are first will be last, and the last will
be first.”

The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

SERMON

HYMN OF THE DAY: Take My Life, That I May Be (ELW 583)

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION

Longing for God’s will to be fulfilled among us, we pray persistently for the
church, the world, and all people in need.

Almighty God, holy and righteous, cut our hearts open by your living word. Break
down our pride and self-assurance, and transform us by your gentle mercy. Lord,
in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Bless workers who clear fields to prepare for the barren season to come. Bring the
harvest of your creation to completion, even as we look forward to the blossoming
of new life. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Exercise and establish your true justice in courtrooms, in prisons, and in
neighborhoods. Guide those who manage great wealth to do so with generosity
and compassion. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.



Pour out favor this day upon those who are afflicted and feel far removed from
you. Send them companions who will show them you are ever near. Lord, in your
mercy,

hear our prayer.

Build up relationships among people of different beliefs and backgrounds. Use the
cooperation between this congregation and others in our community to reveal
your goodness. Lord, in your mercy,

hear our prayer.

Gather us with all the saints whom you have made righteous in the death and
resurrection of Christ. Through him give us all the gifts of your kingdom and life
eternal. Lord, in your mercy,
hear our prayer.

Here other intercessions may be offered.

Enfold all things in your compassion, O God, and bring us into your life through
the faithfulness of Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.

Share God’s peace with those around you in these or similar words: “Peace be
with you.”

CONGREGATIONAL / COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING/ANTHEM



OFFERTORY HYMN
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OFFERING PRAYER

Merciful God, you open wide your hand and satisfy the need of every living thing.
You have set this feast before us. Open our hands to receive it. Open our hearts to
embrace it. Open our lives to live it. We pray this through Christ our Lord.

Amen.

DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.

Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.

Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.



PREFACE

It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and the grave, and by his glorious
resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the choirs of
angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and
join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Holy God,
our Maker, Redeemer, and Healer,
in the harmonious world of your creation,
the plants and animals,
the seas and stars
were whole and well in your praise.
When sin had scarred the world,
you sent your Son to heal our ills
and to form us again into one.



In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Remembering, therefore,
his acts of healing,
his body given up,
and his victory over death,
we await that day when all the peoples of the earth
will come to the river to enjoy the tree of life.
Send your Spirit upon us and this meal:
as grains scattered on the hillside become one bread,
so let your Church be gathered from the ends of the earth,
that all may be fed with the Bread of life, your Son.
Through him all glory and honor is yours,
Almighty Father, with the Holy Spirit,
in your holy Church,
both now and forever.
Amen

LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.

Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will
be done, on earth as in heaven. Give us today our daily bread. Forgive us our
sins as we forgive those who sin against us. Save us from the time of trial

and deliver us from evil. For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are
yours, now and forever.

Amen.



INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Come, let us eat, for now the feast is spread.
Our Lord’s body let us take together.

COMMUNION

All are welcome to join in our communion meal. We will commune by intinction.
After receiving the bread, you may dip it into the cup of wine/grape juice. Those
not communing are welcome to come forward for a blessing.

During the distribution:
The body of Christ, given for you. Response: Amen
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Response: Amen

COMMUNION SONG
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you suf-fered death our lives to save: have mer-cy now, we pray.
you set us free from guilt and grave: have mer-cy now, we pray.

e - ter-nal peace with God you made: give us your peace,we pray.

TABLE BLESSING

The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace.

Amen.
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PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION

Jesus Christ, host of this meal, you have given us not only this bread and cup, but
your very self, that we may feast on your great love. Filled again by these signs of
your grace, may we hunger for your reign of justice, may we thirst for your way of
peace, for you are Lord forevermore.

Amen.

BLESSING

May God, whose power working in us

can do infinitely more than we can ask or imagine,
grant you the gifts of faith and hope.

Almighty God, Father, # Son, and Holy Spirit,
bless you now and forever.

Amen.

SENDING SONG: The Spirit Sends Us Forth to Serve (ELW 551)

DISMISSAL
Go in peace. The Spirit sends us forth to serve.
Thanks be to God.

Copyright © 2018 Augsburg Fortress. All rights reserved. Reprinted by permission under
Augsburg Fortress Liturgies Annual License #SAS001594.

New Revised Standard Version Bible, copyright © 1989, Division of Christian Education of the

National Council of the Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission.
All rights reserved.
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SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY

Assisting Minister: Lisa Mari

Reader: Lisa Mari

Bread/Wine Presenter: Mike Miskawitz

Acolyte: Anthony Ryan

Ushers: Shar Wyatt and Marion Engler
Counters: Ruth Igoe and Kéren Tompkins
Altar: Irene Ballek and Linda Engler
Greeter(s): Mike Miskawitz

Children’s Faith Formation: Patti Mann

SERVING IN WORSHIP NEXT SUNDAY, OCTOBER 21, 2018

Assisting Minister: Patti Mann

Reader: Karen Lanners

Bread/Wine Presenter: Marion Engler

Acolyte: Volunteer Needed

Ushers: Sue Miskawitz and Karen Lanners
Counters: Ann Jones and Patti Mann

Altar: Irene Ballek and Linda Engler
Greeter(s): Volunteer Needed

ACACIA PARK LUTHERAN CHURCH
a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America

4307 N. Oriole Avenue, Norridge, IL 60706  708-453-3662
acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com www.acaciaparkchurch.com
Office hours: 10:30 am to 1:30 pm, Monday through Thursday

Pastor: Rev. Meagan Sherman-Sporrong
Organist/Choir Director: Katherine Kishka
Administrative Assistant: Dawn Olson Parent
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