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Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
Happy Advent! We are in a period of waiting for the birth of our savior, preparing our
hearts for his arrival, and seeking out peace in the chaos of the season. This Advent,
we will prepare for Christmas a little slower. We will decorate the sanctuary a little
each week to build the anticipation for Christmas Eve and the birth of our savior.
December 2nd: We will set up the Advent wreath and hang the garland around the
sanctuary.
December 9th: We will change the colors of the sanctuary from white to blue.
December 16th: We will put up the nativity. I will be on vacation; Pastor Michael Stadie
will be pulpit supply.
December 23rd: We will decorate the Christmas tree.
Christmas Eve, December 24th: We will have our traditional candlelight worship service
at 4:00 pm.
Preparing for Christmas can be full of excitement and anticipation, but there are
seasons in our lives where the preparing is harder and the anticipation sits heavy on
our souls because of personal pain or loss. There are a few opportunities for us to
acknowledge the heaviness of the season as we prepare our hearts for the ultimate
gift of grace, peace, and love born into the world. Here at Acacia Park, we will have
a Grief and the Holidays workshop where we will sit with our pain and grief together.
We will light candles, remember loved ones, learn different ways to pray, and simply
give ourselves space for our mixed feelings of the season. We will gather in the new
lounge area on the first floor at 11:00 am on Saturday, December 1st for about an
hour. Light snacks will be provided.
Another option is to attend a Blue Christmas (or sometimes called The Longest Night)
worship service. A longest night worship service is an opportunity to gather for worship,
pray, and open our hearts to healing, peace, and God's comfort. United in Faith, 6525
W. Irving Park Road, Chicago, will host a worship service on December 19th at 7:00
pm. St. Luke's Lutheran, 205 N. Prospect Ave., Park Ridge will host a service on
December 21st at 7:00 pm.
If you are feeling excited and full of joy or if there is a sadness in your heart that feels
like your holiday companion this year, there is a place for you at Acacia Park Lutheran
Church this season of Advent. Join us for worship and companionship this holiday
season. Join us as we prepare for the birth of our savior, Jesus.
In Christ,

Pr. Meagan Sherman-Sporrong
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Treasurer's Report (as of October 31, 2018)
Offering Income
Other Income
Expense
Net

YTD
$39,765.57
9,347.73
85,340.35
(36,227.05)

YTD BUDGET TRENDED
$41,104.17
6,333.33
88,880.08
(41,442.58)

DIFF ACT/BUDGET
($1,338.60)
3,014.40
3,539.73
5,215.53

Stewardship 2019
At Acacia Park, stewardship is using the gifts God has given us to grow in our
relationship with Jesus and our neighbors. Please consider these ways, big and small,
that you can help:
Participate and commit to being involved.
Contribute to the congregation--whether it is through acts of service or
financially, the congregation needs your support.
Pray for our congregation, our church, and our church leaders.
2019 pledge cards (yellow) have been distributed. Please take some time to
prayerfully consider what you can commit to the church in 2019, and then return your
card by December 16th. You can place your pledge card in the Sunday offering
plate or mail it to the church.
Please also consider pledging to our 2018-2019 Raise the Roof and Open the Doors
Capital Campaign to raise funds specifically for roof repairs, new doors, and
waterproofing. Capital Campaign pledge cards (polka dot) have also been
distributed. You can make a one-time pledge or spread out your pledge over the
course of the year. Please prayerfully consider this opportunity; reflect on God's
blessings, and commit with vigor to this essential fundraising effort. Completed Capital
Campaing pledge cards may be returned to the church through the end of the year.
Worship and Christian Education
CHILDREN'S FAITH FORMATION
A special time for children will be offered during worship on
Sunday, December 9th and will be led by one of our lay leaders.
Children will be dismissed right before the sermon to participate in
faith formation activities designed just for them. In addition to a
story and theme for the day, there will be a related project for all
participants. All children ages 3 through 6th grade are welcome.
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
Please join us to celebrate that which we prepare, wait, and long for this Advent
season. We will celebrate Christ's birth with stories, hymns, and candlelight on Monday,
December 24th at 4:00 pm. Everyone is welcome!
YOU AND THE WORD BIBLE STUDY
On Sunday, December 30th immediately following worship, our Bible study group will
meet in the downstairs lounge. Please mark your calendars, and plan on joining us in
fellowship, study and discussion.
PUB THEOLOGY
Pub Theology is taking December off. We will meet again in the New Year.
Parish Events and Notes
GRIEF AND THE HOLIDAYS WORKSHOP
Church members and friends are invited to this presentation by Pastor Meagan
on Saturday, December 1st, which will explore strategies for coping with memories,
feelings, and activities associated with the holiday season in the wake of the death of
a loved one. The workshop will take place at the church in the downstairs lounge
beginning at 11:00 am.
POINSETTIA SALE
Poinsettias will again be available for the holidays. Sign-up sheets
will be circulated before and after service beginning December
2nd through the 16th. Delivery will be on December 22nd, and you
can take your flowers home after service on December 24th.

Four-inch pots are $9.00. Six-inch pots are $16.00
BOOK CLUB
Our next Book Club selection is A Child's Christmas in Wales by Dylan Thomas. We will
meet to discuss the book on Tuesday, December 4th at 7:00 pm at the church in the
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downstairs lounge. As an added treat, we will also watch the PBS
adaptation of the story. Questions? Please call or email the church
office: 708-453-3662 or acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com.
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
The church council meets on Thursday, December 13th at 7:00 pm.
COOKIE AND CRAFT SALE

From 9:00 am to noon on Saturday, December 15th, we
will once again hold our annual Cookie and Craft Sale
just in time for the holidays. We are looking for volunteers
to bake and/or help with the setup and the cleanup for
this fun and delicious fundraiser. Please consider
volunteering. Cookies can be dropped off on Friday
evening, December 14th, between 6:00 and 7:00 pm and
again on Saturday morning starting at 8:00 am. We still
have tables available for the Craft Sale for a $20.00
donation. Call or email the church at 708-453-3662 or acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com
if interested. All proceeds will go to the Capital Campaign.
PASTOR MEAGAN'S VACATION
Pastor Meagan will be on vacation Wednesday, December 12th through Wednesday,
December 19th and Wednesday, December 26th through Wednesday, January 2nd. If
there is any need for emergency pastoral care (hospitalization or other emergency),
please contact Dawn at the church office (708-453-3662) during office hours or the
council president Karen Lanners (773-439-9893). Pastor Michael Stadie will lead worship
on Sunday, December 16th, and Pastor David Nelson will lead worship on Sunday,
December 30th.
OFFICE CLOSED
The church office will be closed Friday, December 21st through Tuesday, January
1st. The office will re-open on Wednesday, January 2nd.
Serving the Congregation and Larger Community
SERVICE VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
We are looking for volunteers to serve at our Christmas Eve candlelight service on
Monday, December 24th. A sign-up will be available before and after worship in
December. Please consider signing up to volunteer.
ST. CYPRIAN'S FOOD PANTRY
Canned and non-perishable goods for the St. Cyprian's Food Pantry continue to be
collected. Food donations may be left in the bin in the Narthex. No open packages or
expired food, please.
DONATE YOUR COATS!
As the weather turns colder, it's a great time to take stock of your coats
and cold weather gear. During the month of December, we will continue
to collect new and gently-worn coats and cold weather items including
hats, scarves and gloves for donation to those in need. Please place your
donations in the Night Ministry bin in the Narthex.

From the ELCA
ELCA WORLD HUNGER ADVENT CALENDAR 2018
Celebrate the excitement, anticipation and wonder of the birth of
Christ with the ELCA's World Hunger Advent calendar. Each day is a
reminder of the reason for the season with hymns, prayers, Bible
verses and information about how ELCA Good Gifts make a
difference in the world. A limited number of calendars are available
in the Narthex for families to take home and enjoy.
Fundraising
AMAZONSMILE
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to
support Acacia Park Lutheran Church every time you
shop and at no cost to you. When you shop at
AmazonSmile, you'll find the exact same low prices, vast
selection, and convenient shopping experience-including Amazon Prime member benefits--at
Amazon.com. You'll also have the added bonus that the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the
purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Acacia Park.
Log on at https://amazonsmile.com to get started shopping.
ADVENT TREE
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The ornaments on this year's Advent tree are in honor of our 90th anniversary and
benefit the Building Fund for our Raise the Roof and Open the Doors Capital
Campaign. If you would like an ornament for yourself or as a gift for someone else,
please remove the ornament from the tree; place the donation amount in a Building
Fund envelope, and write your name and the dollar amount on the back of the
envelope. Minimum suggested donation is $10.00. Please put your completed
envelope in the offering plate. Gift bags are available under the tree.
Sending Out Our Thanks
CHILI COOK OFF
A great big THANK YOU goes out to
everyone who attended and/or
volunteered for our Chili Cook Off
Fundraiser on November 17th. We
had a wonderful turnout, and
through the generosity of our
members, friends and families, we
cleared $600 which will be applied
to our Raise the Roof and Open the
Doors Capital Campaign!
The evening began with chili tasting
and voting for one of the seven
different and outstanding chili entries for this year's Chili Cook Off. The competition
was stiff, but the winning chili of the night was Kären Tompkins' Three Bean Chili.
Congratulations Kären, and thank you also to our six other prize-winning chili cooks!
Once the chili tasting and voting was underway, guests were
treated to an amazing show by Nick Psyhogios--Chicago's
own Piano Man. An outstanding selection of treats from our
dessert table finished off the meal.
A special note of thanks goes to Isaac Sporrong, who applied
for Thrivent Action Team funding for this event. Through
Isaac's request, Thrivent Financial supplied the necessary
seed money to get our fundraiser up and running. Thank you
Isaac!
Another note of thanks goes to Mike Miskawitz for arranging
Nick Psyhogios' performance. Thank you Mike!
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acaciaparkchurch.com

acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com

Share your thoughts with us by phone:
708-453-3662
Celebrate with us Sunday mornings at 9:30 am.
Church office hours: Monday - Thursday, 10:30 am to 1:30 pm.

Acacia Park Lutheran Church, 4307 N. Oriole Avenue, Norridge, IL 60706
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