Second Sun day
In Len t
March 17, 2019
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of heaven and earth, you come in close and make us yours. Equip us by your Spirit
to confess our sin, embrace your forgiveness, and seek the way you set before us in your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. Merciful God, forgive us.
Our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break free. We have spoken when we
should have kept quiet. We were silent when we should have said something. We
acted when we knew better. We were still when we know we should have moved.
For the wrong we have done, for the good we have failed to do, have mercy on us,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
People of God, look to the ☩ Son, given to heal you and set you free because God loved
the world so much. Take hold of life—eternal life!
Amen
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
GATHERING HYMN: My Song Is Love Unknown (ELW 343)
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
God of the covenant, in the mystery of the cross you promise everlasting life to the
world. Gather all peoples into your arms, and shelter us with your mercy, that we may
rejoice in the life we share in your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Genesis 15:1-12, 17-18
A reading from Genesis.
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After these things the word of the Lord came to Abram in a vision, “Do not be afraid,
Abram, I am your shield; your reward shall be very great.” 2But Abram said, “O Lord
God, what will you give me, for I continue childless, and the heir of my house is Eliezer
of Damascus?” 3And Abram said, “You have given me no offspring, and so a slave born
in my house is to be my heir.” 4But the word of the Lord came to him, “This man shall
not be your heir; no one but your very own issue shall be your heir.” 5He brought him
outside and said, “Look toward heaven and count the stars, if you are able to count
them.” Then he said to him, “So shall your descendants be.” 6And he believed the Lord;
and the Lord reckoned it to him as righteousness.
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Then he said to him, “I am the Lord who brought you from Ur of the Chaldeans, to
give you this land to possess.” 8But he said, “O Lord God, how am I to know that I shall
possess it?” 9He said to him, “Bring me a heifer three years old, a female goat three
years old, a ram three years old, a turtledove, and a young pigeon.” 10He brought him all
these and cut them in two, laying each half over against the other; but he did not cut the
birds in two. 11And when birds of prey came down on the carcasses, Abram drove them
away.
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As the sun was going down, a deep sleep fell upon Abram, and a deep and
terrifying darkness descended upon him.
17
When the sun had gone down and it was dark, a smoking fire pot and a flaming
torch passed between these pieces. 18On that day the Lord made a covenant with
Abram, saying, “To your descendants I give this land, from the river of Egypt to the
great river, the river Euphrates.”
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SECOND READING: Philippians 3:17--4:1
A reading from Philippians.
17

Brothers and sisters, join in imitating me, and observe those who live according to the
example you have in us. 18For many live as enemies of the cross of Christ; I have often
told you of them, and now I tell you even with tears. 19Their end is destruction; their god
is the belly; and their glory is in their shame; their minds are set on earthly things. 20But
our citizenship is in heaven, and it is from there that we are expecting a Savior, the Lord
Jesus Christ. 21He will transform the body of our humiliation that it may be conformed
to the body of his glory, by the power that also enables him to make all things subject to
himself. 4:1Therefore, my brothers and sisters, whom I love and long for, my joy and
crown, stand firm in the Lord in this way, my beloved.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION
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GOSPEL: Luke 13:31-35
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
31

At that very hour some Pharisees came and said to [Jesus,] “Get away from here, for
Herod wants to kill you.” 32He said to them, “Go and tell that fox for me, ‘Listen, I am
casting out demons and performing cures today and tomorrow, and on the third day I
finish my work. 33Yet today, tomorrow, and the next day I must be on my way, because
it is impossible for a prophet to be killed outside of Jerusalem.’ 34Jerusalem, Jerusalem,
the city that kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to it! How often have I
desired to gather your children together as a hen gathers her brood under her wings, and
you were not willing! 35See, your house is left to you. And I tell you, you will not see
me until the time comes when you say, ‘Blessed is the one who comes in the name of
the Lord.’ ”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: Great Is Thy Faithfulness (ELW 733)
CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for the
church, for people in need, and for all of creation.
Compassionate God, call your people to stand firm as citizens of heaven. As we are
humbled by your wondrous love, nurture such mercy in our hearts and ministries. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Display your faithfulness to creation in the changing of the seasons. Orchestrate the
great song of praise that comes from rivers, birds, mountains, livestock, and wind. Hear
us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Drown out the terror in the world with acts of lovingkindness and generosity. Release
political leaders from pride and fear to act justly and to serve citizens. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Rush to answer those who cry out to you in time of trial. Give shelter to your vulnerable
children, and cover them in the comfort of your mothering wings. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Grant solace to people who long to be parents, but have faced difficulty in bearing or
adopting children. Build life-giving parent and child relationships for the sake of all.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Build up your holy community of saints through the work of bishops and missionaries.
Spread your word through your people for the sake of the world. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your ways;
through the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Share God’s peace with those around you in these or similar words: “Peace be with
you.”
CONGREGATIONAL / COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING & ANTHEM
OFFERTORY HYMN

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offering of
our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the
resurrection; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the feast of the
Lamb who was slain, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness
of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and
honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Return to God with all your heart.
Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert.
COMMUNION
All are welcome to join in our communion meal. We will commune by intinction. After
receiving the bread, you may dip it into the cup of wine/grape juice. Those not
communing are welcome to come forward for a blessing.
During the distribution:
The body of Christ, given for you. Response: Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Response: Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our
prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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BLESSING
May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth,
and claimed us as children of the light,
strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you ☩ peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: Lord of All Hopefulness (ELW 765)
DISMISSAL
Marked with the cross of Christ,
go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY
Assisting Minister:
Karen Lanners
Reader:
Karen Lanners
Bread/Wine Presenter:
Kären Tompkins
Acolyte:
Thomas Tompkins
Ushers:
June Farrow and Kären Tompkins
Counters:
Ruth Igoe and Patti Mann
Altar:
Ruth Igoe and Patti Mann
Greeter(s):
Barbara Moss

SERVING IN WORSHIP SUNDAY, MARCH 24, 2019
Assisting Minister:
Lisa Mari
Reader:
Marcia Walther
Bread/Wine Presenter:
Karen Lanners
Acolyte:
Volunteer Needed
Ushers:
Marcia Walther and Karen Lanners
Counters:
Volunteer Needed
Altar:
Ruth Igoe and Patti Mann
Greeter(s):
Linda Engler

Acacia Park Lutheran Church
a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
4307 N. Oriole Avenue, Norridge, IL 60706
708 -453-3662
acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com
www.acaciaparkchurch.com
Office hours: 10:30 am to 1:30 pm, Monday through Thursday
Pastor: Rev. Meagan Sherman-Sporrong
Organist/Choir Director: Katherine Kishka
Administrative Assistant: Dawn Olson Parent
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