Fourth Sunday
In Len t
March 31, 2019
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
In the name of the Father, and of the ☩ Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
God of heaven and earth, you come in close and make us yours. Equip us by your Spirit
to confess our sin, embrace your forgiveness, and seek the way you set before us in your
Son, Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
With honesty of heart, let us confess our sin. Merciful God, forgive us.
Our will is handcuffed to sin, and we cannot break free. We have spoken when we
should have kept quiet. We were silent when we should have said something. We
acted when we knew better. We were still when we know we should have moved.
For the wrong we have done, for the good we have failed to do, have mercy on us,
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
People of God, look to the ☩ Son, given to heal you and set you free because God loved
the world so much. Take hold of life—eternal life!
Amen
GATHERING HYMN: What Wondrous Love Is This (ELW 666)
GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the Holy
Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
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PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
God of compassion, you welcome the wayward, and you embrace us all with your
mercy. By our baptism clothe us with garments of your grace, and feed us at the table of
your love, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and
the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
FIRST READING: Joshua 5:9-12
A reading from Joshua.
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The Lord said to Joshua, “Today I have rolled away from you the disgrace of Egypt.”
And so that place is called Gilgal to this day.
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While the Israelites were camped in Gilgal they kept the passover in the evening on
the fourteenth day of the month in the plains of Jericho. 11On the day after the passover,
on that very day, they ate the produce of the land, unleavened cakes and parched grain.
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The manna ceased on the day they ate the produce of the land, and the Israelites no
longer had manna; they ate the crops of the land of Canaan that year.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
SECOND READING: 2 Corinthians 5:16-21
A reading from 2 Corinthians.
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From now on, therefore, we regard no one from a human point of view; even though
we once knew Christ from a human point of view, we know him no longer in that way.
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So if anyone is in Christ, there is a new creation: everything old has passed away; see,
everything has become new! 18All this is from God, who reconciled us to himself
through Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation; 19that is, in Christ God
was reconciling the world to himself, not counting their trespasses against them, and
entrusting the message of reconciliation to us. 20So we are ambassadors for Christ, since
God is making his appeal through us; we entreat you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled
to God. 21For our sake he made him to be sin who knew no sin, so that in him we might
become the righteousness of God.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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GOSPEL ACCLAMATION

GOSPEL: Luke 15:1-3, 11b-32
The holy gospel according to Luke.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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Now all the tax collectors and sinners were coming near to listen to [Jesus.] 2And the
Pharisees and the scribes were grumbling and saying, “This fellow welcomes sinners
and eats with them.”
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So he told them this parable: 11b“There was a man who had two sons. 12The younger
of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the share of the property that will belong to
me.’ So he divided his property between them. 13A few days later the younger son
gathered all he had and traveled to a distant country, and there he squandered his
property in dissolute living. 14When he had spent everything, a severe famine took place
throughout that country, and he began to be in need. 15So he went and hired himself out
to one of the citizens of that country, who sent him to his fields to feed the pigs. 16He
would gladly have filled himself with the pods that the pigs were eating; and no one
gave him anything. 17But when he came to himself he said, ‘How many of my father’s
hired hands have bread enough and to spare, but here I am dying of hunger! 18I will get
up and go to my father, and I will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven and
before you; 19I am no longer worthy to be called your son; treat me like one of your
hired hands.” ’ 20So he set off and went to his father. But while he was still far off, his
father saw him and was filled with compassion; he ran and put his arms around him and
kissed him. 21Then the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and before
you; I am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22But the father said to his slaves,
‘Quickly, bring out a robe—the best one—and put it on him; put a ring on his finger and
sandals on his feet. 23And get the fatted calf and kill it, and let us eat and celebrate; 24for
this son of mine was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found!’ And they began
to celebrate.
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“Now his elder son was in the field; and when he came and approached the house,
he heard music and dancing. 26He called one of the slaves and asked what was going on.
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He replied, ‘Your brother has come, and your father has killed the fatted calf, because
he has got him back safe and sound.’ 28Then he became angry and refused to go in. His
father came out and began to plead with him. 29But he answered his father, ‘Listen! For
all these years I have been working like a slave for you, and I have never disobeyed
your command; yet you have never given me even a young goat so that I might
celebrate with my friends. 30But when this son of yours came back, who has devoured
your property with prostitutes, you killed the fatted calf for him!’ 31Then the father said
to him, ‘Son, you are always with me, and all that is mine is yours. 32But we had to
celebrate and rejoice, because this brother of yours was dead and has come to life; he
was lost and has been found.’ ”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: Our Father, We Have Wandered (ELW 606)
CREED
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
creator of heaven and earth.
I believe in Jesus Christ, God’s only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died, and was buried;
he descended to the dead.
On the third day he rose again;
he ascended into heaven,
he is seated at the right hand of the Father,
and he will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy catholic church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life everlasting. Amen.
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Seeking the grace, mercy, and love of almighty God, we offer our prayers for the
church, for people in need, and for all of creation.
God of abundant grace, guide your church to look upon people as you look upon them,
with compassion and as deserving of mercy. Shape us to be worthy ambassadors of
Christ. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Bestow dignity on migrant and seasonal farm and factory workers. When the time
comes for them to leave jobs, provide new ways for them to make a livelihood. Hear us,
O God.
Your mercy is great.
Inspire musicians and poets to point to your unfathomable beauty and creativity.
Enhance our vision of your holiness through their works. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Protect and preserve all people who look to you to be their hiding place. Be their respite
from trouble, and give them hope. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Erase the pain of trauma and the shame and stigma of social contempt. Change the
hearts of those who bully or mistreat others, and heal broken relationships. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Invite your whole company of saints into eternal, joyful feasting. When we question
your abundant mercy, soften our hearts to receive the gifts of faith and love. Hear us, O
God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Reveal your will as you receive our prayers, and conform our ways to your ways;
through the saving work of Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of the Lord be with you always.
And also with you.
Share God’s peace with those around you in these or similar words: “Peace be with
you.”
CONGREGATIONAL / COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING & ANTHEM
OFFERTORY HYMN

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offering of
our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the
resurrection; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give our thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give
thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ.
You call your people to cleanse their hearts and prepare with joy for the feast of the
Lamb who was slain, that, renewed in the gift of baptism, we may come to the fullness
of your grace. And so, with all the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the
hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and
honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts
of bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Return to God with all your heart.
Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert.
COMMUNION
All are welcome to join in our communion meal. We will commune by intinction. After
receiving the bread, you may dip it into the cup of wine/grape juice. Those not
communing are welcome to come forward for a blessing.
During the distribution:
The body of Christ, given for you. Response: Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Response: Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our
prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.

10

BLESSING
May God who has called us forth from the dust of the earth,
and claimed us as children of the light,
strengthen you on your journey into life renewed.
The Lord bless you and keep you.
The Lord’s face shine upon you with grace and mercy.
The Lord look upon you with favor
and give you ☩ peace.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: God, When Human Bonds Are Broken (ELW 603)
DISMISSAL
Marked with the cross of Christ,
go forth to love and serve the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY
Assisting Minister:
Barbara Moss
Reader:
Lisa Mari
Bread/Wine Presenter:
Irene Ballek
Acolyte:
Volunteer Needed
Ushers:
Linda Engler and Marion Engler
Counters:
Volunteers Needed
Altar:
Irene Ballek and Linda Engler
Greeter(s):
Mike Miskawitz

SERVING IN WORSHIP SUNDAY, APRIL 7, 2019
Assisting Minister:
Lisa Mari
Reader:
Thomas Tompkins
Bread/Wine Presenter:
Linda Engler
Acolyte:
Anthony Ryan
Ushers:
Karen Lanners and Sue Miskawitz
Counters:
Patti Mann and James Mann
Altar:
Irene Ballek and Linda Engler
Greeter(s):
June Farrow

Acacia Park Lutheran Church
a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
4307 N. Oriole Avenue, Norridge, IL 60706
708 -453-3662
acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com
www.acaciaparkchurch.com
Office hours: 10:30 am to 1:30 pm, Monday through Thursday
Pastor: Rev. Meagan Sherman-Sporrong
Organist/Choir Director: Katherine Kishka
Administrative Assistant: Dawn Olson Parent
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