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Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
May marks the unofficial beginning of summer. Barbeques begin with Mother's Day
parties; we begin planting the garden, and even some of the early fruits begin to
grow. We end the month with Memorial Day, and most children celebrate the last day
of school (my kids, in Chicago Public School, will have to wait another three weeks for
their summer break to begin).
This is also the time of the year when some church programs begin to wind down as
winter turns into spring, and other programs start to gear up as spring turns into
summer. As the youth education program of the church winds down, we celebrated
Gabriella's First Communion last month, and this month we will celebrate Confirmation,
or Affirmation of Baptism, for Ryan and Megan. Please join us in worship on May 20th to
celebrate this important event in Megan's and Ryan's faith journey. On Confirmation
Sunday, we stand alongside the youth of our congregation who will make statements
of faith, and we promise to continue to support them in their faith journey. This is an
important day in the life of the congregation as well as the individual confirmands and
their families. I am looking forward to celebrating with everyone!
Over the past year, the confirmation class talked about what it means to confirm
one's faith. We learned some details about Lutheran theology and the Lutheran
Catechism, but mainly we talked about what it means to live our lives as a follower of
Jesus. We spent a lot of time looking at what a life looks like when it is focused on the
promises being made in baptism or in an Affirmation of Baptism.
Our faith lives are always moving and more than that - our faith lives are always
growing. This past month I spent a lot of time with Acacia Park's youngest members
and planning educational programs for children and youth. However, I also had the
honor to preside at the funeral of three strong women who lived out their baptismal
promise and now know what the eternal promise holds. All of these events took place
after we celebrated the resurrection of Jesus together, and we were reminded that
Jesus is always with us and that Jesus will be with us until he comes again. This is huge.
This reminds me that our faith lives are always moving, that we are always growing,
and that we are always being challenged by God. This happens when we are an
infant and when we are brought to the waters of baptism. It continues when we come
forward to the life-giving table of communion for the first time. It is confirmed when we
say the vows of baptism for ourselves on the day of our confirmation, and eventually,
we will have very similar words said in the presence of people we love at the end of
our eternal faith journey.
At their Affirmation of Baptism service, Ryan and Megan will make the following vows
themselves:
"Do you intend to continue in the covenant God made with you in holy baptism:
to live among God's faithful people,
to hear the word of God and share in the Lord's supper,
to proclaim the good news of God in Christ through word and deed,

to serve all people, following the example of Jesus,
and to strive for justice and peace in all the earth?"
These are the same vows made at a baptism and the same vows we are reminded of
at a funeral. All this reminds me that we have different seasons of our faith, different
ways in which we connect with our faith community, and different ways we learn
about our faith. What it all comes down to, though, is that this journey does not end - it
never stops.
Blessings,

Pr. Meagan Sherman-Sporrong
Worship and Christian Education
CHILDREN'S FAITH FORMATION
A special time for children will be offered on Sunday, May
13th during worship and will be led by one of our lay leaders.
Children will be dismissed right before the sermon to
participate in faith formation activities designed just for them.
In addition to a story and theme for the day, there will be a
related project for all participants. All children ages 3 through
6th grade are welcome.
FLOWERS FOR PENTECOST SUNDAY
If you would like to order geraniums to help decorate the Sanctuary for Pentecost
Sunday on May 20th, a sign-up sheet is available before and after service through
May 6th. Four-inch pots are $5.00, and 6-inch pots are $8.00. Flowers can be taken
home with you after service on Pentecost Sunday.
CONFIRMATION SUNDAY
May 20th is also Confirmation Sunday for two of our young members: Ryan Farenkopf
and Megan Pecaro. Celebrate with us as we join them in affirming our baptisms and
bearing witness to the Spirit's work in and through us. There will be a reception for our
confirmands immediately following worship. Congratulations Ryan and Megan!
PUB THEOLOGY

We will meet on Tuesday, May 22nd at 7:00 pm at Marion
Englers's home, 4842 N Crescent Ave, Norridge for fellowship and
friendly discussion of topics including faith, spirituality, current
events, and just about everything in between. If you would like to
bring an appetizer or treat to share, that would be great! All are
welcome. Call or email the church office at 708-453-3662 or
acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com for more information

YOU AND THE WORD BIBLE STUDY
On Sunday, May 27th immediately following worship, our Bible study group will meet.
Please mark your calendars, and plan on joining us in fellowship, study and discussion.
Parish Events and Notes
FUNDRAISING/SERVICE PROJECT MEETING
We will meet on Sunday, May 6th right after worship to discuss ideas for possible
fundraising and service projects and to review the progress of projects currently in
place. If you know of a need in the community that we might address or have an
idea for raising funds, then please come share it with us. Or perhaps you may just want
to listen and become inspired. Either way, please plan to attend this meeting.
BOOK CLUB
Our next Book Club selection is The Namesake by Jhumpa Lahiri. We will
meet to discuss the book on Tuesday, June 12th at 7:00 pm at the church.
A few books are still available in the office for church members to borrow
courtesy of Eisenhower Public Library. Please remember to add your name
to the sign-out sheet when taking a book. Any questions, please call or
email the church office: 708-453-3662 or acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com.
Additionally, Book Club members and readers alike may be interested in the program
"Meet Louisa May Alcott," sponsored by Eisenhower Library. To celebrate the 150th
anniversary of Little Women, living-history actor Leslie Goddard brings the author to
life, reminiscing about her poverty-stricken childhood, her struggles as a writer, and the
unexpected success of her famous novel. Thursday, May 17th, 7:00 to 8:00 pm.
NEW MEMBER CLASS
On Sunday, July 8th immediately following worship, Pastor Meagan will lead a class for
anyone wishing to formally become a member of Acacia Park Lutheran Church. Call
or email the church office at 708-453-3662 or acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com with any
questions.

CHANGE OF ADDRESS FOR INGIE VRUNO:
Unit 206
c/o Bickford Senior Center
3712 Grove Street
Oswego, IL 60543
Phone: (630) 554-7694
Life Passages
Sadly, long-time member Doris Balder passed away April 16, 2018 after a short illness.
Doris' loving care of the courtyard and her ability to make it bloom each spring will be
greatly missed.
Pastor Chris and Liz Honig welcomed daughter Hanah Salome
on February 22, 2018.
Mom, dad and Hanah (pictured at left) are all happy and healthy.

Serving the Congregation and Larger Community
THE NIGHT MINISTRY
We will once again be "taking it to the streets" to serve a meal to the homeless on
Sunday, May 20th with The Night Ministry. We need volunteers to
help prepare the sandwiches and pack the dinner bags as well
as volunteers to drive and help distribute food. If you or anyone
you know is interested in going to the location to hand out food
and visit with the recipients, please contact Karen Lanners
at 773-439-9893.
ST. CYPRIAN'S FOOD PANTRY
Canned and non-perishable goods for St. Cyprian's Food Pantry continue to be
collected. Food donations may be left in the bin in the Narthex. No open packages or
expired food, please.
OUR CHURCH NEEDS YOU!
We are looking for volunteers for the Sunday service schedule. We need members
and friends who would like to serve in any of the following capacities: assisting
minister, acolyte, altar preparation, and counter. If you would like to be added to the
service schedule, please call or email the church office: 708-453-3662
or acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com.
From the ELCA
INVITATION TO PARTICIPATE: DRAFT ELCA INTER-RELIGIOUS POLICY STATEMENT
You are invited to participate in responding to the draft ELCA policy statement, "A
Declaration of our Inter-Religious Commitment." From now until June
30, 2018, feedback from individuals and groups across the ELCA will
be received by the task force as part of their final drafting process.
You can download the draft and find the link to the online survey at
ELCA.org/draftpolicystatement.
The draft seeks to present a common, theological basis and practical
framework for our church's inter-religious relations, taking into
consideration our varied ministry contexts, challenges and opportunities. It is organized
according to our context, vision, calling, and commitments and includes a second
part that provides a robust theological foundation.
Fundraising
AMAZONSMILE
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to
support Acacia Park Lutheran Church every time you
shop and at no cost to you. When you shop at
AmazonSmile, you'll find the exact same low prices, vast
selection, and convenient shopping experience-including Amazon Prime member benefits--at
Amazon.com. You'll also have the added bonus that the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the
purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Acacia Park. Log on
at https://amazonsmile.com to get started shopping.
Save the District 80 Band Program
The Norridge District 80 Band Program has been an integral part of the community for

decades. Thousands of students have participated in this amazing program and have
enjoyed having this special experience. Sadly, the District 80 school board has elected
to discontinue band in its schools. Please help continue this phenomenal program and
support the cause. Please don't let the music die. Donations are being collected
at YouCaring.org.

Mother's Day is Sunday, May 13th.

Isaiah 66:12-13 For thus says the Lord: I will extend prosperity to her like a river, and the
wealth of the nations like an overflowing stream; and you shall nurse and be carried
on her arm, and dandled on her knees. As a mother comforts her child, so I will
comfort you; you shall be comforted in Jerusalem.
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Connect with us on the web or by email by clicking:
acaciaparkchurch.com

acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com

Share your thoughts with us by phone:
708-453-3662
Celebrate with us Sunday mornings at 9:30 am.
Church office hours: Monday - Thursday, 10:30 am to 1:30 pm.
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