Sun d ay of
the Passion
Palm Sunday
April 14, 2019

PLEASE GATHER TODAY IN THE ENTRY AREA
ACCLAMATION
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Hosanna in the highest.
PROCESSIONAL GOSPEL: Mark 11:1-11
The holy gospel according to Mark.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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When they were approaching Jerusalem, at Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of
Olives, [Jesus] sent two of his disciples 2and said to them, “Go into the village ahead of
you, and immediately as you enter it, you will find tied there a colt that has never been
ridden; untie it and bring it. 3If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ just say
this, ‘The Lord needs it and will send it back here immediately.’ ” 4They went away and
found a colt tied near a door, outside in the street. As they were untying it, 5some of the
bystanders said to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6They told them what
Jesus had said; and they allowed them to take it. 7Then they brought the colt to Jesus
and threw their cloaks on it; and he sat on it. 8Many people spread their cloaks on the
road, and others spread leafy branches that they had cut in the fields. 9Then those who
went ahead and those who followed were shouting,
“Hosanna!
Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord!
10
Blessed is the coming kingdom of our ancestor David!
Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
11
Then he entered Jerusalem and went into the temple; and when he had looked
around at everything, as it was already late, he went out to Bethany with the twelve.
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.

BLESSING OF THE PALMS
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Let us pray.
We praise you, O God, for redeeming the world through our Savior Jesus Christ.
Today he entered the holy city in triumph and was proclaimed messiah and king
by those who spread garments and branches along his way. Bless these branches and
those who carry them. Grant us grace to follow our Lord in the way of the cross, so that,
joined to his death and resurrection, we enter into life with you; through the same Jesus
Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
PROCESSION HYMN: All Glory, Laud, and Honor (ELW 344)
PRAYER OF THE DAY
As we now enter into the contemplation of the passion of our Lord Jesus Christ and
meditate on the salvation of the world through his sufferings, death, burial, and
resurrection, let us pray.
Everlasting God, in your endless love for the human race you sent our Lord Jesus Christ
to take on our nature and to suffer death on the cross. In your mercy enable us to share
in his obedience to your will and in the glorious victory of his resurrection, who lives
and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
READING: Isaiah 50:4-9a
A reading from Isaiah.
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The Lord God has given me
the tongue of a teacher,
that I may know how to sustain
the weary with a word.
Morning by morning he wakens—
wakens my ear
to listen as those who are taught.
5
The Lord God has opened my ear,
2

and I was not rebellious,
I did not turn backward.
6
I gave my back to those who struck me,
and my cheeks to those who pulled out the beard;
I did not hide my face
from insult and spitting.
7
The Lord God helps me;
therefore I have not been disgraced;
therefore I have set my face like flint,
and I know that I shall not be put to shame;
8
he who vindicates me is near.
Who will contend with me?
Let us stand up together.
Who are my adversaries?
Let them confront me.
9a
It is the Lord God who helps me;
who will declare me guilty?
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
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READING: Philippians 2:5-11
A reading from Philippians.
5

Let the same mind be in you that was in Christ Jesus,
6
who, though he was in the form of God,
did not regard equality with God
as something to be exploited,
7
but emptied himself,
taking the form of a slave,
being born in human likeness.
And being found in human form,
8
he humbled himself
and became obedient to the point of death—
even death on a cross.
9
Therefore God also highly exalted him
and gave him the name
that is above every name,
10
so that at the name of Jesus
every knee should bend,
in heaven and on earth and under the earth,
11
and every tongue should confess
that Jesus Christ is Lord,
to the glory of God the Father.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL: The Passion According to St. Matthew: Matthew 26:14--27:66
SERMON
HYMN OF THE DAY: Jesus, I Will Ponder Now (ELW 345)
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PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in Christ’s passover from death to new life, we pray for the church, those in
need, and all of God’s creation.
God, most holy and humble, plant in your church Christ’s spirit of humility. Remove
any barriers preventing us from seeing his saving work on the cross. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You reveal your will for all creation through stones, seas, mountains, and meadows. In
the splendor of what you have made, show us your care for everything, both great and
small. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Rescue those who suffer torture, and free those held captive by others. Bring to light the
hidden systems that perpetuate injustice among your people. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Pour courage and hope into people who feel like they are wasting away in distress and
grief. Restore their trust in you, even as you meet their every need. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Open our hearts and minds to receive the words that you speak. Give us words to
encourage the weary and to sustain one another in word and deed. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Gather your saints into the new covenant that Christ has established for all creation.
When we fall into sin, continually renew us until Christ dwells with us again in fullness.
Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Attend to the needs of the whole world with your saving grace, and lead us all into new
life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always. And also with you.
Share God’s peace with those around you in these or similar words: “Peace be with
you.”
CONGREGATIONAL / COMMUNITY ANNOUNCEMENTS
OFFERING & ANTHEM
OFFERTORY HYMN

OFFERING PRAYER
Merciful God, receive the sacrifice of our praise and thanksgiving and the offering of
our lives, that following in the way of the cross, we may know the joy of the
resurrection; through Christ our Lord.
Amen.
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DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus
Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your people around
the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all the choirs of angels,
with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their
unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
Blessed are you, O God of the universe. Your mercy is everlasting and your faithfulness
endures from age to age.
Praise to you for creating the heavens and the earth.
Praise to you for saving the earth from the waters of the flood.
Praise to you for bringing the Israelites safely through the sea.
Praise to you for leading your people through the wilderness to the land of milk and
honey.
Praise to you for the words and deeds of Jesus, your anointed one.
Praise to you for the death and resurrection of Christ.
Praise to you for your Spirit poured out on all nations.
In the night in which he was betrayed, our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: Take and eat; this is my body, given for
you. Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood, shed for you and for all people for the
forgiveness of sin. Do this for the remembrance of me.
With this bread and cup we remember our Lord’s passover from death to life
as we proclaim the mystery of faith:
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
O God of resurrection and new life: Pour out your Holy Spirit on us and on these gifts of
bread and wine. Bless this feast. Grace our table with your presence.
Come, Holy Spirit.
Reveal yourself to us in the breaking of the bread. Raise us up as the body of Christ for
the world. Breathe new life into us. Send us forth, burning with justice, peace, and love.
Come, Holy Spirit.
With your holy ones of all times and places, with the earth and all its creatures,
with sun and moon and stars, we praise you, O God, blessed and holy Trinity,
now and forever.
Amen.
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LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven,
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come,
your will be done,
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins
as we forgive those
who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial
and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power,
and the glory are yours,
now and forever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Return to God with all your heart.
Receive bread for the journey, drink for the desert.
COMMUNION
All are welcome to join in our communion meal. We will commune by intinction. After
receiving the bread, you may dip it into the cup of wine/grape juice. Those not
communing are welcome to come forward for a blessing.
During the distribution:
The body of Christ, given for you. Response: Amen.
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Response: Amen.
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COMMUNION SONG

TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his grace.
Amen.
PRAYER
Let us pray.
Compassionate God, you have fed us with the bread of heaven. Sustain us in our Lenten
pilgrimage: may our fasting be hunger for justice; our alms, a making of peace; and our
prayer, the song of grateful hearts, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.
Amen.
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BLESSING
The God of steadfastness and encouragement grant you to live in harmony with one
another, in accordance with Christ Jesus.
Amen.
The God of hope fill you with all joy and peace in believing, so that you may abound in
hope by the power of the Holy Spirit.
Amen.
The God of all grace ☩ bless you now and forever.
Amen.
SENDING SONG: There in God’s Garden (ELW 342)
DISMISSAL
Go in peace. Christ is with you.
Thanks be to God.
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SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY
Assisting Minister:
Marcia Walther
Reader:
Sue Miskawitz
Bread/Wine Presenter:
Mike Miskawitz
Acolyte:
Volunteer Needed
Ushers:
June Farrow and Kären Tompkins
Counters:
Volunteers Needed
Altar:
Mike and Sue Miskawitz
Greeter(s):
Kären Tompkins
Passion Readers:
SERVING IN WORSHIP MAUNDY THURSDAY, APRIL 18, 2019
Assisting Minister:
Volunteer Needed
Reader:
June Farrow
Bread/Wine Presenter:
Marion Engler
Acolyte:
Volunteer Needed
Ushers:
Linda Engler and Marcia Walther
Counters:
Volunteers Needed
Altar:
Volunteers Needed

Acacia Park Lutheran Church
a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
4307 N. Oriole Avenue, Norridge, IL 60706
708 -453-3662
acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com
www.acaciaparkchurch.com
Office hours: 10:30 am to 1:30 pm, Monday through Thursday
Pastor: Rev. Meagan Sherman-Sporrong
Organist: June Berveiler
Administrative Assistant: Dawn Olson Parent
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