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GREETING
The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, the love of God, and the communion of the
Holy Spirit be with you all.
And also with you.
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS
Friends in Christ, in this Lenten season we have heard our Lord’s call to struggle
against sin, death, and the devil—all that keeps us from loving God and each
other. This is the struggle to which we were called at baptism. Within the
community of the church, God never wearies of forgiving sin and giving the peace
of reconciliation. On this night let us confess our sin against God and our
neighbor, and enter the celebration of the great Three Days reconciled with God
and with one another.
Silence is kept for reflection and self-examination.
Most merciful God, we confess that we are captive to sin and cannot free
ourselves. We have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed, by what
we have done and by what we have left undone. We have not loved you with
our whole heart; we have not loved our neighbors as ourselves. For the sake
of your Son, Jesus Christ, have mercy on us. Forgive us, renew us, and lead
us, so that we may delight in your will and walk in your ways, to the glory of
your holy name. Amen.
God, who is rich in mercy, loved us even when we were dead in sin, and made us
alive together with Christ. By grace you have been saved. In the name of ☩ Jesus
Christ, your sins are forgiven. Almighty God strengthen you with power through
the Holy Spirit, that Christ may live in your hearts through faith.
Amen.

LAYING ON OF HANDS
People may come forward and kneel for the laying on of hands.
MEDIATION HYMN: Jesus Remember Me (sung 4 times) (ELW 616)
In obedience to the command of our Lord Jesus Christ, I forgive you all your sins.
Amen
PRAYER OF THE DAY
Let us pray.
Holy God, source of all love, on the night of his betrayal, Jesus gave us a new
commandment, to love one another as he loves us. Write this commandment in
our hearts, and give us the will to serve others as he was the servant of all, your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the
Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
Amen.
PSALM: Psalm 116:1-2, 12-19
1
I love the Lord, who has | heard my voice,
and listened to my | supplication,
2
for the Lord has given | ear to me
whenev- | er I called.
12
How shall I re- | pay the Lord
for all the good things God has | done for me?
13
I will lift the cup | of salvation
and call on the name | of the Lord.
14
I will fulfill my vows | to the Lord
in the presence of | all God’s people.
15
Precious in your | sight, O Lord,
is the death | of your servants.
16
O Lord, truly I | am your servant;
I am your servant, the child of your handmaid; you have freed me |
from my bonds.
17
I will offer you the sacrifice | of thanksgiving
and call upon the name | of the Lord.
18
I will fulfill my vows | to the Lord
in the presence of | all God’s people,
2
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in the courts of | the Lord‘s house,
in the midst of you, | O Jerusalem.

READING: 1 Corinthians 11:23-26
A reading from 1 Corinthians.
23

For I received from the Lord what I also handed on to you, that the Lord Jesus
on the night when he was betrayed took a loaf of bread, 24and when he had given
thanks, he broke it and said, “This is my body that is for you. Do this in
remembrance of me.” 25In the same way he took the cup also, after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in my blood. Do this, as often as you drink it, in
remembrance of me.” 26For as often as you eat this bread and drink the cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
The word of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.
GOSPEL ACCLAMATION (ELW 177)

GOSPEL: John 13:1-17, 31b-35
The holy gospel according to John.
Glory to you, O Lord.
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Now before the festival of the Passover, Jesus knew that his hour had come to
depart from this world and go to the Father. Having loved his own who were in
the world, he loved them to the end. 2The devil had already put it into the heart of
Judas son of Simon Iscariot to betray him. And during supper 3Jesus, knowing that
the Father had given all things into his hands, and that he had come from God and
was going to God, 4got up from the table, took off his outer robe, and tied a towel
around himself. 5Then he poured water into a basin and began to wash the
disciples’ feet and to wipe them with the towel that was tied around him. 6He
came to Simon Peter, who said to him, “Lord, are you going to wash my feet?”
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Jesus answered, “You do not know now what I am doing, but later you will
understand.” 8Peter said to him, “You will never wash my feet.” Jesus answered,
“Unless I wash you, you have no share with me.” 9Simon Peter said to him, “Lord,
not my feet only but also my hands and my head!” 10Jesus said to him, “One who
has bathed does not need to wash, except for the feet, but is entirely clean. And
you are clean, though not all of you.” 11For he knew who was to betray him; for
this reason he said, “Not all of you are clean.”
12
After he had washed their feet, had put on his robe, and had returned to the
table, he said to them, “Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call me
Teacher and Lord—and you are right, for that is what I am. 14So if I, your Lord
and Teacher, have washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another’s feet.
15
For I have set you an example, that you also should do as I have done to you.
16
Very truly, I tell you, servants are not greater than their master, nor are
messengers greater than the one who sent them. 17If you know these things, you
are blessed if you do them.”
31b
“Now the Son of Man has been glorified, and God has been glorified in him.
32
If God has been glorified in him, God will also glorify him in himself and will
glorify him at once. 33Little children, I am with you only a little longer. You will
look for me; and as I said to the Jews so now I say to you, ‘Where I am going, you
cannot come.’ 34I give you a new commandment, that you love one another. Just
as I have loved you, you also should love one another. 35By this everyone will
know that you are my disciples, if you have love for one another.”
The gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
HOMILY
HYMN OF THE DAY: Where Charity and Love Prevail ( ELW 359)
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
Trusting in Christ’s passover from death to new life, we pray for the church, those
in need, and all of God’s creation.
Holy One, you bow down to serve your people. By your love and mercy, shape us
to reflect our Lord’s self-giving example of service to others. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
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You provide an abundance of food from your creation. Lead us into equitable
ways of distribution, and gather households together, so that no one’s table is
lacking. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Your Son washed the feet of and ate with the ones who would deny and betray
him. Transform the world by reconciling enemies to one another and overcoming
evil with love. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You listen to the cries of your people and mercifully attend to them. Use us to
feed the hungry, shelter the homeless, heal the sick, and welcome the lonely and
outcast. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You announce the promise of deliverance through the people of your first
covenant. Bring joy to the Passover celebrations of our Jewish siblings, and lead
us to proclaim your goodness together. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
You prepare a welcoming feast table for all nations. Through the witness of your
saints, reveal the heavenly vision to the world, and extend an invitation to
everyone. Hear us, O God.
Your mercy is great.
Here other intercessions may be offered.
Attend to the needs of the whole world with your saving grace, and lead us all into
new life; through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
PEACE
The peace of Christ be with you always.
And also with you.
Share God’s peace with those around you in these or similar words: “Peace be
with you.”
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OFFERING/ANTHEM
OFFERTORY HYMN: Remember and Rejoice (v. 1 & 4) (ELW 454)

OFFERING PRAYER
Let us pray.
God our provider, you have not fed us with bread alone, but with words of grace
and life. Bless us and these your gifts, which we receive from your bounty,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.
DIALOGUE
The Lord be with you.
And also with you.
Lift up your hearts.
We lift them to the Lord.
Let us give thanks to the Lord our God.
It is right to give him thanks and praise.
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PREFACE
It is indeed right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places
give thanks and praise to you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior
Jesus Christ, whose suffering and death gave salvation to all. You gather your
people around the tree of the cross, transforming death into life. And so, with all
the choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise
your name and join their unending hymn:
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THANKSGIVING AT THE TABLE
God of our weary years, God of our silent tears,
you have brought us this far along the way.
In times of bitterness you did not abandon us,
but guided us into the path of love and light.
In every age you sent prophets
to make known your loving will for all humanity.
The cry of the poor has become your own cry;
our hunger and thirst for justice is your own desire.
In the fullness of time, you sent your chosen servant
to preach good news to the afflicted,
to break bread with the outcast and despised,
and to ransom those in bondage to prejudice and sin.
In the night in which he was betrayed,
our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks;
broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying:
Take and eat; this is my body, given for you.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks,
and gave it for all to drink, saying:
This cup is the new covenant in my blood,
shed for you and all people for the forgiveness of sin.
Do this for the remembrance of me.
For as often as we eat of this bread and drink from this cup
we proclaim the Lord’s death until he comes.
Christ has died.
Christ is risen.
Christ will come again.
Remembering, therefore, his death and resurrection,
we await the day when Jesus shall return
to free all the earth from the bonds of slavery and death.
Come, Lord Jesus! And let the church say, Amen
Amen.
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Send your Holy Spirit, our advocate,
to fill the hearts of all who share this bread and cup
with courage and wisdom to pursue love and justice in all the world.
Come, Spirit of freedom! And let the church say, Amen
Amen.
Join our prayers and praise with your prophets and martyrs of every age,
that, rejoicing in the hope of the resurrection,
we might live in the freedom and hope of your Son.
Through him, with him, in him, in the unity of the Holy Spirit,
all glory and honor is yours, almighty Father, now and forever.
Amen.
LORD’S PRAYER
Gathered into one by the Holy Spirit, let us pray as Jesus taught us.
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come,
your will be done, on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.
Save us from the time of trial and deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours, now and forever.
Amen.
INVITATION TO COMMUNION
Taste and see that the Lord is good.
COMMUNION
All are welcome to join in our communion meal. We will commune by intinction.
After receiving the bread, you may dip it into the cup of wine/grape juice. Those
not communing are welcome to come forward for a blessing.
During the distribution:
The body of Christ, given for you. Response: Amen
The blood of Christ, shed for you. Response: Amen
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COMMUNION SONG: Let Us Break Bread Together (ELW 471)
TABLE BLESSING
The body and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ strengthen you and keep you in his
grace. Amen.
PRAYER AFTER COMMUNION
Let us pray.
Lord Jesus, in a wonderful sacrament you strengthen us with the saving power of
your suffering, death, and resurrection. May this sacrament of your body and
blood so work in us that the fruits of your redemption will show forth in the way
we live, for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now
and forever.
Amen.
STRIPPING OF THE ALTAR
The congregation sits and the service concludes with the stripping of the altar.
The sacramental elements and vessels, linens, paraments, banners, and books are
removed from the worship space—an action symbolic of Jesus’ stripping before
his crucifixion. Psalm 88 is read aloud as a reflection on the mystery of Christ’s
and the world’s suffering.
PSALM READING: Psalm 88
1
O LORD, God of my salvation,
when, at night, I cry out in your presence,
2
let my prayer come before you;
incline your ear to my cry.
3
For my soul is full of troubles,
and my life draws near to Sheol.
4
I am counted among those who go down to the Pit;
I am like those who have no help,
5
like those forsaken among the dead,
like the slain that lie in the grave,
like those whom you remember no more,
for they are cut off from your hand.
6
You have put me in the depths of the Pit,
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in the regions dark and deep.
7
Your wrath lies heavy upon me,
and you overwhelm me with all your waves.
Selah
8
You have caused my companions to shun me;
you have made me a thing of horror to them.
I am shut in so that I cannot escape;
9
my eye grows dim through sorrow.
Every day I call on you, O LORD;
I spread out my hands to you.
10
Do you work wonders for the dead?
Do the shades rise up to praise you?
Selah
11
Is your steadfast love declared in the grave,
or your faithfulness in Abaddon?
12
Are your wonders known in the darkness,
or your saving help in the land of forgetfulness?
13
But I, O LORD, cry out to you;
in the morning my prayer comes before you.
14
O LORD, why do you cast me off?
Why do you hide your face from me?
15
Wretched and close to death from my youth up,
I suffer your terrors; I am desperate.
16
Your wrath has swept over me;
your dread assaults destroy me.
17
They surround me like a flood all day long;
from all sides they close in on me.
18
You have caused friend and neighbor to shun me;
my companions are in darkness.
The blessing and dismissal are omitted as we simply “recess” our Holy Week
worship until tomorrow night’s gathering at 7 pm. for Good Friday. All depart in
silence.
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SERVING IN WORSHIP TODAY
Assisting Minister:
Volunteer Needed
Reader:
June Farrow
Bread/Wine Presenter:
Marion Engler
Acolyte:
Sue Miskawitz
Ushers:
Linda Engler and Marcia Walther
Counters:
Volunteers Needed
Altar clean up:
Sue Miskawitz

SERVING IN WORSHIP ON GOOD FRIDAY, APRIL 19, 2019
Assisting Minister:
Karen Lanners
Ushers:
June Farrow
Counters:
Volunteers Needed
Greeter:
Patti Dupree
Acacia Park Lutheran Church
a congregation of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in America
4307 N. Oriole Avenue, Norridge, IL 60706
708 -453-3662
acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com
www.acaciaparkchurch.com
Office hours: 10:30 am to 1:30 pm, Monday through Thursday
Pastor: Rev. Meagan Sherman-Sporrong
Pianist: Patti Mann
Administrative Assistant: Dawn Olson Parent

Psalm 116:13 I will lift the cup of salvation and call on the name of the Lord.
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