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Sisters and Brothers in Christ,
During the Maundy Thursday worship service we did a hand washing instead of a traditional
foot washing. Before we came forward for communion, we took a moment to wash each
other's hands and make a vow for the upcoming year that we will be servants of all. This is
what Jesus called his disciples to do, to serve others, to accept hospitality, and to love one
another as we love God and ourselves. These are radical and difficult calls to keep.
Think about Jesus' example to us. Jesus was always going to people's homes. His healings,
miracles, and teachings often happened around a dinner table or in a living room. When Jesus
sent out his disciples on their own to share the good news, he sent them with nothing at all,
not to suffer in poverty but to rely on the hospitality of others. This was a way for our faith to be
rooted in hospitality, and in a way Jesus was making his followers depend on it.
For the past few months we have practiced hospitality with another congregation, New Life.
We are living into the thought that this holy space which is our church home is not ours, but it is
God's which means it is open to all.
Each Sunday that we have a guest or guests with us in worship, I stress this practice when I
stand before you and share that the communion table is open for all. I say that it is the Holy
Spirit that invites us to communion, to the holy meal. I say that it doesn't matter the last time or
the last place you took communion. If you feel called to partake today, then you are
welcomed at the table. I say this because we are called to hospitality. We are called to invite
everyone into God's loving embrace. We are all called to welcome the stranger and to be
welcomed by strangers. We practice our faith with the thought that my house is no longer
mine, but it is God's which means it is open to all.
For the past two years my family opened our home to Airbnb guests over the summer. We did it
for financial reasons with my teacher husband not receiving paychecks over the summer, but
we also did it because we felt called to open our home to others. I often get asked how I am
able to open my home, the home I share with my family all year, the home where I invested
time, money, and a decade worth of memories into the space, just for money. My thought is

that it is not just about the money; it is also about hospitality. I trust that others will care for my
space the way I care for it. I trust that my space can be shared with others to help create their
own family memories. And I do this because of my faith - my trust that God is calling us to be
hospitable and in turn receive hospitality from others.
To quote Shane Caliborne, a Christian activist and author, in the book, Common Prayer: A
Liturgy for Ordinary Radicals, "Our savior came into the world dependent on hospitality, from
the moment he was born in a borrowed manger until he was buried in a donated tomb. What
is more, Jesus longs to meet us face to face in the disguise of the stranger, the guest at the
door. Christ looks at us longingly . . . eager for us to answer the call and invite him into our
lives."
Each time that we open ourselves to receive hospitality or that we open ourselves and our
spaces to be hospitable we are blessed. The Easter season is 50 days long. It ends on the day of
Pentecost, June 9th. For the next month, let us live into the vows we made on Maundy
Thursday, to be servants to all. Let us look at all the blessings our relationship with New Life
brings to Acacia Park, the blessings we received from our new members this past year
(including a fantastic Easter brunch and new council members!) Let us continue to learn and
practice how to serve and be served as Jesus called us to do.
Blessings,

Pr. Meagan Sherman-Sporrong
Treasurer' s Repo rt (as o f March 31, 2019)
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W o rshi p and C hri st i an Educat i o n

P UB THEOLOGY
We will meet on Tuesday, May 14t h at
Marion Engler's home, 4842 N Crescent Ave,
Norridge for fellowship and friendly discussion
of topics
including faith, spirituality, current events, and
just about everything in between. If you'd like,
bring an appetizer or treat to share. Everyone

BIBLE STUD Y GROUP
Please join us on Sunday, May 26t h for our
next meeting of "You and the Word" Bible
Study. We will gather in the downstairs
lounge immediately following worship for
fellowship, study and discussion. Please note:
Bible study will meet this day in conjunction
with

is welcome!

Coffee and . . .

Fo r m o re i nfo rm at i o n o n ei t her o f t hese ev ent s, pl ease cal l o r em ai l t he church
o ffi ce at :
708-453-3662 o r acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com.
P ari sh Ev ent s and N o t es
C HURC H C OUN C IL MEETIN G
The church council meets on Thursday, May 9t h at 7:00 pm.

C OFFEE AN D . . .
In May, Coffee and . . . will take place on Sunday, May 12t h in conjunction with The Night
Ministry food prep and on Sunday, May 26t h in conjunction with Bible study. If you would like
to volunteer to bring a treat to share on any of these dates, please call or email the church
office: 708-453-3662 or acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com.
HOLY BAP TISM
On Sunday, May 26t h , we will celebrate Holy Baptism and welcome a new member into the
body of Christ, Jeremiah Martinez. Jeremiah is the son of Codi Lovitt and Audiel Martinez.
MARK ETIN G TEAM VOLUN TEERS W AN TED
We are in search of a few volunteers for our new Marketing team. The team will work primarily
on promoting church events and happenings on social media. If you would like to volunteer,
please contact Katie Dupree at 773-759-4050 or kate.dupree@gmail.com.
Serv i ng t he C o ng reg at i o n and Larg er C o m m uni t y

ST. C YP RIAN ' S FOOD P AN TRY
Canned and non-perishable goods for the St.
Cyprian's Food Pantry continue to be
collected the first Sunday of each month.
Food donations may be left in the bin in the
Narthex.

N o o pen pack ages o r expi red fo o d,
pl ease.

Fro m t he ELC A
"GETTIN G W OMEN ORD AIN ED "

THE N IGHT MIN ISTRY
We will be serving a meal to the homeless
with The Night Ministry on Sunday, May
12t h . We need volunteers to make
sandwiches and pack dinner bags after
worship as well as volunteers to drive and
help distribute food. If you or anyone you
know is interested in going to the location to
hand out food and visit with the recipients,
please contact Karen Lanners at 773-439-9893.

"Although the late 1960s were years of unprecedented social upheaval,
Lutherans studied and debated women's ordination on the grounds of the
confessions and Scripture," says Gracia Grindal in the beginning of her
analysis and evaluation of the studies, debates, documents and official
actions resulting in the 1969/1970 decisions about the ordination of women in
her essay, "Getting Women Ordained," published in "Lutheran Quarterly,"
volume 32 (2018). In the "Afterword" of her essay, Grindal, professor emerita of
Luther Seminary, St. Paul, MN, offers her personal reflection from a vantage
point of the church today, trends and movements in the ELCA, other Lutheran churches and
ecumenical partners, and her study of historic documents and decisions related to the
ordination of women. Available at lutheranquarterly.com, Autumn 2018.
You can read this article and more in the Winter 2019 issue of Seeds for the Parish.
East er Sunday P ho t o s

Fo r m o re pho t o s fro m East er Sunday, v i si t us o n t he
w eb : https://acaciaparkchurch.com/news/

* Speci al t hank s t o June Farro w fo r shari ng her pho t o s.
Fundrai si ng
AMAZON SMILE

AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support
Acacia Park Lutheran Church every time you shop and at no cost
to you. When you shop at AmazonSmile, you'll find the exact
same low prices, vast selection, and convenient shopping
experience--including Amazon Prime member benefits--at
Amazon.com. You'll also have the added bonus that the
AmazonSmile Foundation will donate 0.5% of the purchase price
from your eligible AmazonSmile purchases to Acacia Park.
Log on at https://amazonsmile.com to get started shopping.

M other 's Day is Sunday, M ay 12th.
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Connect with us on the web or by em ail by clicking:
acaciaparkchurch.com
acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com

Share your thoughts with us by phone:
708-453-3662
Celebrate with us Sunday m ornings at 9:30 am .
Church office hours: Monday - Thursday, 10:30 am to 1:30

pm.

