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From the Pastor's Desk:

Stewardship
At Acacia Park, stewardship is using the gifts God has given us to grow in our relationship with Jesus
and our neighbors.
For our 2020 Stewardship Campaign, please consider these ways, big and small, that you can help:

Participate and commit to being involved. Can you commit your time? Even if that time is
attending a Sunday morning worship service, the time to do that is now.
Contribute to the congregation--whether it is through acts of service or financially, the
congregation needs your support.
Pray for our congregation, our church, and our church leaders.
2020 pledge cards have been distributed. Please take some time to prayerfully consider what you
can commit to the church, and then return your pledge card by Sunday, December 8th at the
Stewardship Potluck Luncheon. You can also place your pledge card in the Sunday offering plate
or mail it to the church.
Worship and Christian Education
KIDS TIME
A special time for children will be offered on Sunday, December 8th and Sunday,
December 22nd during worship and will be led by some of our lay leaders.
Children will be dismissed right before the sermon to participate in faith formation
activities designed just for them. In addition to a story and theme for the day,
there will be a related project for all participants. All children ages 3 through 6th
grade are welcome.
CHRISTMAS EVE CANDLELIGHT SERVICE
Please join us to celebrate that which we prepare, wait, and long for this Advent season. We will
celebrate Christ's birth with stories, hymns, and candlelight on Tuesday, December 24th at 5:30 pm.
Everyone is welcome!
YOU AND THE WORD BIBLE STUDY
On Sunday, December 29th immediately following worship, our Bible study group will meet in the
downstairs lounge. Please mark your calendars, and plan on joining us in fellowship, study and
discussion.
Parish Events and Notes
POINSETTIA DEDICATIONS
We invite you to participate in decorating the church for Christmas. This year, you
may dedicate poinsettias in memory of a loved one or to honor a friend or family
member. Your name and all those being honored or memorialized will be included
as an insert to the Christmas Eve bulletin. Please complete the Poinsettia
Dedication form found in the weekly bulletin. Additional copies are on the table in
the vestibule. Place your completed form along with your payment in a Flowers
envelope and place it in the offering plate or drop it by the church office.
Poinsettia orders may be placed December 1st through the 15th. Flowers may be taken home after
service on Christmas Eve.

Four-inch pots are $9.00. Six-inch pots are $16.00
BOOK CLUB
Our next Book Club selection is "The Gift of the Magi," a short story by O. Henry. You
can find this short story online by clicking here. We will meet on Tuesday, December
3rd at 7:00 pm at the church to discuss the story, see the video adaptation, and
celebrate the season. If you would like to bring a treat to share, that would be
great! Questions? Please call or email the church office at 708-453-3662
or acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com.
STEWARDSHIP POTLUCK LUNCHEON
Join us on Sunday, December 8th immediately following service for a Stewardship Potluck
Luncheon to offer thanks for gifts, time, and talents received. Please consider bringing a dish to
share. Sign-up sheets are being circulated before and after service. Everyone is welcome!
CHURCH COUNCIL MEETING
The church council meets on Thursday, December 12th at 7:00 pm.

ANNUAL COOKIE AND CRAFT SALE
From 9:00 am to noon on Saturday, December 14th, we will once
again hold our annual Cookie and Craft Sale just in time for the
holidays. We are looking for volunteers to bake and/or help with the
setup and the cleanup for this fun and delicious fundraiser. Please
consider volunteering. Cookies can be dropped off on Friday evening,
December 13th, between 6:00 and 7:00 pm and again on Saturday
morning starting at 8:00 am. Please call or email the church office with
questions or to volunteer: 708-453-3662 or acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com.
OFFICE CLOSED
The church office will be closed Friday, December 20th through Wednesday, January1st. The office
will re-open on Thursday, January 2nd.
COFFEE AND . . .
In December, Coffee and . . . will take place on Sunday, December 29th in conjunction with Bible
study. If you would like to volunteer to bring a treat to share, please call or email the church office:
708-453-3662 or acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com.
Serving the Congregation and the Larger Community
ST. CYPRIAN'S FOOD PANTRY
Canned and non-perishable goods for the St. Cyprian's Food Pantry continue to be collected.
Food donations may be left in the bin in the Narthex. No open packages or expired food, please.
OUR CHURCH NEEDS YOU!
We are looking for volunteers for the Sunday service schedule. We need members and friends who
would like to serve as ushers or greeters. If you are interested in volunteering, please call or email
the church office: 708-453-3662 or acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com.
From the ELCA
ELCA WORLD HUNGER ADVENT CALENDAR 2019
Celebrate the excitement, anticipation and wonder of the birth of Christ with the
ELCA's World Hunger Advent calendar. Each day is a reminder of the reason for the
season with hymns, prayers, Bible verses and information about how ELCA Good
Gifts make a difference in the world. A limited number of calendars are available in
the Narthex for families to take home and enjoy.
Fundraising
AMAZONSMILE
AmazonSmile is a simple and automatic way for you to support
Acacia Park Lutheran Church every time you shop and at no cost to
you. When you shop at AmazonSmile, you'll find the exact same low
prices, vast selection, and convenient shopping experience-including Amazon Prime member benefits--at Amazon.com. You'll
also have the added bonus that the AmazonSmile Foundation will
donate 0.5% of the purchase price from your eligible AmazonSmile
purchases to Acacia Park.
Log on at https://amazonsmile.com to get started shopping.
MARK YOUR CALENDARS--PASTA DINNER FUNDRAISER
Please plan on joining us on Saturday, February 8th for a Pasta Dinner Fundraiser! Join us for a
home-cooked meal of pasta and meatballs, salad, bread, dessert table, and a variety of
beverages. You may also bring your own beer and wine.

Then stay with us for some great after-dinner entertainment by Off Kilter,
playing music from the 50s and 60s and more. This is an event you won't want
to miss!

Treasurer's Report (as of October 31, 2019)

Year To Date
(YTD)

YTD Budget
Trended

Diff Act/
Budget

Offering Income

$41,412.37

$37,458.33

$3,954.04

Other Income

$20,042.70

$21,437.50

($1,394.80)

Expense

$89,979.77

$89,638.52

($341.25)

($28,524.70)

($30,742.68)

($2,217.98)

Net

Sending Out Our Thanks
CHILI COOK OFF AND BINGO
A great big THANK YOU goes out to everyone who attended
and/or volunteered for our Chili Cook Off and Bingo Fundraiser
on November 2nd. We had a wonderful turnout, and through
the generosity of our members, friends and families, we raised
$800!
The evening began with chili tasting and voting for one of the 12
different and outstanding chili entries for this year's Cook Off. The
competition was stiff, but the winning chili of the night was made
by the team of Carol Siemers and Jack Figliuolo.
Congratulations Carol and
Jack, and thank you also to our
11 other prize-winning chili
cooks!
Once the chili bowls were
cleared away, we got down to
playing BINGO!

Above: We had 12 different chilis
entered in the contest.
Left: Winner Jack Figliuolo (right)
with his grandfather, Erv Siemers.

We had a number of great prizes donated for the event and happy
winners at evening's end.
A special note of thanks goes to Patti Mann (with Thomas Tompkins at
left calling raffle prize numbers), who applied for Thrivent Action Team
funding for this event. Through Patti's request, Thrivent Financial
supplied the necessary seed money to get our fundraiser up and
running. Thank you Patti!
A Special Note
INGIE VRUNO

Last month, Mark Vruno shared this wonderful photo of his mom Ingie
Vruno (pictured on the right) along with her daughter Gail Johnson
celebrating Halloween at Bickford Assisted Living in Oswego, IL.
Ingie's health has recently taken a turn for the worse, and the family is
asking for prayers for Ingie.

MERRY CHRISTMAS TO ALL.
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Connect with us on the web or by email by clicking:
acaciaparkchurch.com

acaciaparkchurch@gmail.com

Share your thoughts with us by phone:
708-453-3662

