
There is so much in the news now. It is just not Covid-19 although that does 

take up most of the news cycle. There is an election still coming in a few 

months, and we are having conversations about the candidates. There was an 

earthquake in Puerto Rico this week. Yesterday we needed to begin wearing 

masks everywhere. Famous people are dying. There is a lack of PPE still, lack 

of testing, and our meat and food system is in trouble. It seems there is so 

much to take in and worry about that it is impossible to worry about anything 

other than how all of this is changing your life. This makes sense. That is the 

way our brain navigates a trauma. We have to make the world make sense 

again, and we choose which aspects of the situation we want to leave out and 

which ones we want to work on. 

 

This week I was so busy with church work that I honestly didn’t spend much 

time looking at the news, and it was great. The church applied for the 

Paycheck Protection Program this week, the second round. It was a little bit of 

a process to find an institution that still had funds available. We also did a food 

drive for St. Cyprian’s Food Pantry. Dawn made a great flier, and we got the 

word out. I will drive my minivan full of food later this afternoon to give to the 

food pantry. It was a great week of ministry and being a church. I felt like it 

was as normal as a week could feel nowadays, and it felt good.  

 

I hope each of you found joy in the week and felt Jesus’ presence at some point 

during the week. In the same vain, I also hope you saw an injustice this week, 

and it broke your heart. As we begin week eight of stay in place, we are 

beginning to find a rhythm to what we are calling our new normal, and we are 

beginning to see how broken the systems around us are for the most 

marginalized in our society. 

 

Back in February, I preached a sermon about how we are at a point for a 

balancing of all things. A balancing of how we care for the earth, a balancing of 

wealth, a balancing of theology, a balancing of politics. This Covid-19 

experience seems to be exposing this imbalance in ways that we can no longer 

avoid or ignore. We can no longer ignore what we do and say on Sunday 

during the rest of the week. As our days begin to bleed together, our theology 



is also beginning to bleed into our common life. This week we saw a lot of 

protests to stay at home orders, and religion was often quoted as a reason for 

the protest. It is a glaring realization that as divided as our country is, so is 

Christianity.  

 

It seems Christianity needs to be readjusted every few hundred years. The fall 

of the Roman Empire which caused a change in the way Christianity expanded 

and how missionaries were used outside the empire. This was a radical shift 

in thinking regarding who was able to become a Christian and was not based 

on being a Roman citizen. Being a Christian was not connected to nationality 

but to identity. In about 1000 AD, the Eastern Orthodox Church was formed 

during the east-west schism when the church split over the role of the pope. 

Then there was the big adjustment that we as Lutheran’s are familiar with, 

and that was the reformation when Martin Luther posted the 95 thesis which 

were against the use and theology of indulgences and the church raising 

money to build expensive cathedrals. Each of these adjustment periods were 

often matched with a world event that was devastating. In Luther’s time, there 

was a plague which killed up to 30% of the population during some of its 

waves. The Reformation became an event upon itself, beyond the health 

concerns and wealth disparities of the time. Now 500 years later, we are 

having a world crisis which makes us rely on each other to overcome the 

crisis, and Christianity seems to be as divided as the times of big schisms.  

 

As divided as our country is in politics and wealth, so is Christianity. It seems 

as though there are two major yet nearly opposite theologies that make up the 

church today, and I’m not even talking about Evangelical vs. main line. It is 

deeper than that. It is about the core of our understanding of our relationship 

with God, and it is one you saw in the news this week focusing on God’s 

relationship with you—the personal relationship with Jesus being the center 

of the theology. You saw this when people held up signs that said, “Jesus is my 

vaccine” or “Psalm 21.” This is a theological understanding that God only cares 

about you and your people; the idea that God will help me if I believe hard 

enough; and the view that the more faithful one is, the more that he or she is 

blessed or given financially in life.  



The other theology that is fighting for a voice is a communion theology which 

is basically the opposite of the theology of personal relationship. In 

communion theology we think of the whole. We say, “when you are struggling 

and lost, use me as your post and guide because I know when I need a post 

and guide in the future someone will be there for me.” Communion theology 

sees God work in the world though the sermon on the mount and the meek 

being blessed, the last being first and the first being last. A communion 

theology is concerned about how God is working through them in the world to 

be the light of Christ for others. 

 

This divide has been happening gradually, each side moving further from the 

other until it is hard to notice them both under the same Christian umbrella. 

We hoped we could live somewhere in between, but we are beginning to 

realize it is less and less likely that can happen.  

 

We are living in a historical moment. It is hard to realize how all the changes 

we are making today are going to become our normal tomorrow. It will 

change us in the way we think about us in an individual way and in a 

communal way—both our views of theology and faith are going to be 

challenged and changed because the same realities are going to be changing in 

our day to day. Right now we can’t just think about the rate of positive Covid-

19 cases in Norridge because we are so interconnected. What happens on the 

other side of the world will be reflected in Norridge in some way, be it through 

a shipment mailed or someone coming back from being overseas for work. It 

is impossible to say that Norridge is safe; therefore, we don’t need masks, and 

we can see grandkids. It just doesn’t work because people like me who live in 

Chicago come into Norridge to shop, to work, to get tested for the virus, and 

that exposes you to everything I was exposed to on my block where my 

neighbors are not the best at social distancing or wearing masks, and who 

knows who they are exposed to on a regular basis and so on. It is no longer 

about me but we. In February we stopped sharing the peace with handshakes 

not because I was worried about getting sick from one of you, but because I 

was worried about one of you getting sick from me. I have kids in three 

different schools. My husband works in a huge high school. I was still working 



with toddlers at a therapeutic day school. This virus is making us realize it 

cannot be about me, and it must be about we if we are ever going to overcome 

the virus. “It doesn’t matter what happened everywhere else on the globe, it 

won’t happen here!” This is simply another symptom of the delusional after 

effects of personal freedom theology. And we are realizing more and more 

that this just is not the case. 

 

Then we get a text like Acts calling us to share everything. To think about the 

community. We have a week where we think about the community, and we 

support a food drive and collect quite a bit of food for others. We read the 

gospel message of the good shepherd in which the characterization of Jesus is 

complex. It draws upon imagery from the Roman Empire, but it also resists it. 

But in some ways, it reinscribes it, claiming that Jesus is even more powerful 

than the ruler of the Roman Empire and falling into the imperial pattern of 

wielding power to overthrow or control. Remember that Jesus was in a time 

just like ours. There was death, wealth inequality, religious leaders using the 

scripture for oppression and selfisness rather than grace and community, and 

Jesus came to balance it all again. He came to teach others that the greatest 

commandment is to love God with all your heart and to love your neighbor as 

you love yourself.  

 

This text comes before Easter, before Good Friday. We go back in time to be 

reminded that this very personal journey to the cross we’ve been on was 

actually done in community. We explored inward and deepened our faith 

during Lent so that we could move outward and be community and care for 

others. We take a moment to put on the oxygen mask (or in our current world, 

facemask) so we can help and serve others. We explore this teaching of Jesus 

after the resurrection because we need to be reminded to place our focus back 

on the we, back on the communal aspects of Christianity and our faith. And 

maybe after Lent, after focusing inward for 40 days, we can hear Jesus’ words. 

In this passage Jesus tells the hearers that he is using a figure of speech. The 

narrator interjects that “they did not understand what he was saying to them” 

(1:6). Perhaps the hearers of Jesus’ Good Shepherd discourse didn’t 

understand what he was saying because it was referring to a world that didn't 



exist yet. Or perhaps they were too embedded in the systems of the Empire to 

even see the other way to which Jesus was pointing—a way where violence is 

not used to control, a way of space for “other sheep,” a way for distribution of 

resources, a way to be a community that deeply cares about the health, safety, 

and value of each person in society, not just the ones in your community. As 

noted by Rev. Lidsney Jodfery: 

 

We are at a time where we can listen because the world is screaming for 

us to pay attention. We can listen because our hearts are breaking at the 

injustice. We can listen because we know that we need Jesus to guide us 

through this valley in the shadow of death we are in. We can listen, and we 

can change the world for the better. We can listen, and we can navigate the 

different views, different theologies, different understanding of who is 

worth helping and caring for. 

 

I am not sure how we, the Church, navigate this difference. It does not give a 

very consistent face of Christianity to the world that we say we want to offer 

this faith to, or instead of. There is a huge difference in the theology of “this is 

my God given right to . . . do whatever I need to do to take care of myself and 

survive, regardless of the effect on others,” and a theology that says, “this is 

my call as a Christian in times like these, to look to the community, the whole, 

and to act so that we might be stronger together.”  

 

The formation of a shared identity is part the church’s challenge but so is an 

openness to its resurrected Lord as a gift for all, and all are deserving of the 

gift. During this time we are called to serve and care for others. We can do that 

by participating in a food drive, by wearing a facemask when you leave the 

house, by calling your elected representatives and asking them to include 

individuals and small businesses—the most in need—in the stimulus and care 

packages that will be discussed. Let us pray for health and wellbeing and the 

health and wellbeing of others while doing the transformative work of God by 



caring for the whole community. As we long for reconnecting with our friends, 

family, neighbors and coworkers, any way that we experience and care for 

community is indeed good news! 

1 "Very truly, I tell you, anyone who does not enter the sheepfold by the gate 

but climbs in by another way is a thief and a bandit. 2 The one who enters by 

the gate is the shepherd of the sheep. 3 The gatekeeper opens the gate for him, 

and the sheep hear his voice. He calls his own sheep by name and leads them 

out. 4 When he has brought out all his own, he goes ahead of them, and the 

sheep follow him because they know his voice. 5 They will not follow a 

stranger, but they will run from him because they do not know the voice of 

strangers." 6 Jesus used this figure of speech with them, but they did not 

understand what he was saying to them. 7 So again Jesus said to them, "Very 

truly, I tell you, I am the gate for the sheep. 8 All who came before me are 

thieves and bandits; but the sheep did not listen to them. 9 I am the gate. 

Whoever enters by me will be saved, and will come in and go out and find 

pasture. 10 The thief comes only to steal and kill and destroy. I came that they 

may have life, and have it abundantly. 

 

Scripture quotations are from the New Revised Standard Version Bible, 

copyright 1989, Division of Christian Education of the National Council of the 

Churches of Christ in the United States of America. Used by permission. All rights 

reserved. 

 


