
Healing Worship with Communion 

 Wednesday, September 23, 2020 

Acacia Park Lutheran Church 

 

 Wear masks the entire time in building. 

 

 Sit in spaces marked with a reserved sign. 

NB: Families that live together may sit 

together; otherwise, please stay six (6) 

feet apart in seating and walking. 

 

 If you use the restroom, use the large stall 

and wipe handles on toilet and faucet with 

Clorox wipe, and throw wipe in trash. 

 

 Worship music is for meditation. Please, no 

singing. 

 Enter and exit worship space down center 

aisle, first right side (south, further from 

door) starting with seat closest to pulpit, 

then left (north, closer to the door) front to 

back. 

 

 As you exit worship take a to-go 

communion cup with you. Please take 

communion when you are able to carefully 

remove and properly dispose of your mask 

and wash your hands. 

 

Welcome and Announcements 

 Brief overview of how to move about and safety approaches for worship 

 Zoom Dear Church Book Study tonight at 7:00 pm. 

 Self-Guided worship sent through Constant Contact each Sunday morning; Zoom worship begins 

at 9:30 am followed by fellowship time, text study and discussion of the worship experience. 

 

Call to Worship 

O Lord, let my soul rise up to meet you 

as the day rises to meet the sun. 

 

glory to the Creator, and to the Son, and to the Holy Spirit, 

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen. 

 

Come, let us sing to the Lord: let us shout for joy to the rock of our salvation. 

 

Gathering Hymn 

Guide Me Ever Great Redemer (Text: William Williams, Music: John Hughes-- ELW 618) 

 

Individual Confession and Forgiveness 

Sisters and brothers, I invite you to come to the altar for silent prayer for healing and wholeness in the 

name of the triune God. 

 



Possible prayer: In the name of our Savior Jesus Christ, may I be strengthened and filled with God’s grace, 

that I may know the healing power of the Spirit. Amen. 

 

Let us pray. 

Living God, through the the request for peace, 

grant comfort in suffering to all who are in need of healing. 

When they are afraid, give them courage; 

when afflicted, give them patience; 

when dejected, give them hope; 

and when alone, assure them of the support of your holy people. 

We ask this through Christ our Lord. 

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

Almighty God, who is a strong tower to all, to whom all things in heaven and on earth bow and obey, be 

now and evermore your sure defense, and help you to know that the name given to us for health and 

salvation is the name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ. 

Amen. 

 

GOSPEL: Matthew 21:23-32 

When he entered the temple, the chief priests and the elders of the people came to him as he was 

teaching, and said, "By what authority are you doing these things, and who gave you this authority?" 

Jesus said to them, "I will also ask you one question; if you tell me the answer, then I will also tell you by 

what authority I do these things. Did the baptism of John come from heaven, or was it of human origin?" 

And they argued with one another, "If we say, 'From heaven,' he will say to us, 'Why then did you not 

believe him?' But if we say, 'Of human origin,' we are afraid of the crowd; for all regard John as a 

prophet." So they answered Jesus, "We do not know." And he said to them, "Neither will I tell you by 

what authority I am doing these things. What do you think? A man had two sons; he went to the first 

and said, 'Son, go and work in the vineyard today.' He answered, 'I will not'; but later he changed his 

mind and went. The father went to the second and said the same; and he answered, 'I go, sir'; but he did 

not go. Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The first." Jesus said to them, "Truly I tell 

you, the tax collectors and the prostitutes are going into the kingdom of God ahead of you. For John 

came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him, but the tax collectors and the 

prostitutes believed him; and even after you saw it, you did not change your minds and believe him. 

 

Reflection with Meditation Music 

What Wondrous Love is This (Text: Anonymous, Music: Southern Harmony-- ELW 666) 

 

Meal 

God feeds us with the body of Christ. 

 

 



Offering Prayer 

Let us pray. 

Holy God, gracious and merciful, you bring forth food from the earth and nourish your whole creation. 

Turn our hearts toward those who hunger in any way, that all may know your care; and prepare us now 

to feast on the bread of life, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord. 

 

Setting the Table 

It is right, our duty and our joy, that we should at all times and in all places give thanks and praise to 

you, almighty and merciful God, through our Savior Jesus Christ; who on this day overcame death and 

the grave,vand by his glorious resurrection opened to us the way of everlasting life. And so, with all the 

choirs of angels, with the church on earth and the hosts of heaven, we praise your name and join their 

unending hymn: 

Holy, Holy, Holy (music only; text is for meditation) 

Holy, holy, holy Lord, 

Lord God of pow’r and might: 

Heav’n and earth are full of your glory. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 

Hosanna in the highest. 

 

Thanksgiving at the Table 

In the night in which he was betrayed, 

our Lord Jesus took bread, and gave thanks; 

broke it, and gave it to his disciples, saying: 

Take and eat; this is my body, given for you. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

Again, after supper, he took the cup, gave thanks, 

and gave it for all to drink, saying: 

This cup is the new covenant in my blood, 

shed for you and for all people for the forgiveness of sin. 

Do this for the remembrance of me. 

 

Lord’s Prayer 

Lord, remember us in your kingdom and teach us to pray. 

 

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name, 

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 

on earth as in heaven. 

Give us today our daily bread. 

Forgive us our sins 



as we forgive those 

who sin against us. 

Save us from the time of trial 

and deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, 

and the glory are yours, 

now and forever.  

Amen. 

 

Blessing 

The Lord bless you and keep you. 

The Lord’s face shine on you with grace and mercy. 

The Lord look upon you with favor and ☩ give you peace. 

 

Sending Hymn 

Lord Dismiss Us With Your Blessing (Author: John Fawcett-- ELW 545) 

 

Dismissal 

Come to the banquet, for all is now ready. 

Go in peace. 

Christ is with you. 

 

After Dismissal 

 Exit the sanctuary one person and one side at a time. 

 FIRST front right (near pulpit). 

 Front left will follow once all have left sanctuary. 

 Take a to-go communion cup with you. 

 Please take communion when you are able to carefully remove and properly dispose of your 

mask and wash your hands. 

 

 

 

 


